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SAVE WATER?

BY JAME WAN

WATER CONSERVATION

WORKSHOP

California’s wells are no longer springing with
water, so this Spring quarter PowerSave Campus at UCI
has been working on various water-focused projects in
light of California’s water crisis. In response to Governor
Jerry Brown’s drought emergency declaration for Cali-
fornia, the University of California of the President
issued a drought response statement to reduce UC
system-wide water usage by 20% by year 2020. UC Irvine
has made tremendous strides in implementing water
reduction in building and grounds management.Stu-
dents are also stepping up to the challenge through edu-
cation and awareness on campus. In March, students in
course ESS60B, Regional Environmental Issues, hosted a
drought booth and Pledge with Pete (UCl’'s Anteater
mascot) campaign to conserve water.

Last year, in conjunction with an irrigation retrofit
in Mesa Court Housing, project coordinator Jaimie
hosted a hands-on educational DIY: Water Conservation
Workshop to educate the UCI community about the
retrofit project and ways they could properly manage
water usage in landscaping and personal lifestyle. The
event was sponsored by the Metropolitan Water
District, The Green Initiative Fund, UCI Housing, and UCI
PowerSave Green Campus. The turnout was quite
successful and Mesa Court Housing requested another
round for this Spring 2014 quarter.

The second workshop was very similar to last
year’s, where attendees learned how they can contrib-
ute to water conservation through proper landscape &
water management. The workshop went over basic
water conservation knowledge and how to tend and
care for California native plants. With the supervision of
Melissa Falkenstien, Director of Capital Projects & Asset
Management at UCI Housing Administration, partici-
pants decorated pots and took home their very own
California Native succulent or cactus. The speakers this
year are: Water Use Efficiency Analyst, Nathan Adams;
Irvine Ranch Water District Irrigation and Grounds
Supervisor from UCI Housing, Rick Ternet; and Senior
Planner from the UCI Office of Environmental Planning
& Sustainability, Matt Deines. Melissa Falkenstien, the
Director of Capital Projects & Asset Management at the
UCI Housing Administration, supervised the Irrigation
Retrofit project in Mesa Court last year. This year, she
helped facilitate the DIY planting portion of this second
workshop. Stay tuned this quarter, as we will be working
on more water-saving events on campus.
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METRICSHMONTH I

SIGNFICANT METRICS
OUTREACH FOR APRIL

PROJECT # UNIT | CATEGORY | EVENT TITLE/DESCRIPTION
OUTREACH EVENTS 1 EVENTS KPI EARTH WEEK BOOTHING
NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS 35 PEOPLE REMOTE INTERACTION [ STAKEHOLDERS, PROFESSORS, STUDENTS
WEBSITE VIEWS 205 HITS REMOTE INTERACTION| UCI POWERSAVE WEBSITE
REACH BY TABLING 95 | PEOPLE INTERACTION | oy wATER coneemATION WORKSHOP
FACEBOOK LIKES 60 LIKES INTERACTION 1796 VIEWS, 31 PAGE LIKES, 29 LIKES ON POSTS
COMMUNITY EVENTS 1 EVENTS KPI CELEBRATE UCI/WAYZGOOSE
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